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NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION

g all to whom these presents shall come, Greeting:
ly virtue of the authority vested in me by the Archivist of the United Sistes, | cortify on his behialf,
he seal of the National Archives of the United States, that the stischod reproductiond s ) is & tree and
vy of documents in his custody.
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DECISION
OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERIOA
: RESPECT TNG
THE TRONTIER BETWEEN TURKEY AND ARMENIA,
ACCESS POR ARMENIA TO THE SEA
AND THE DEMILITARIZATION OF TURKISH TERRITORY ADJACENT
TO THE ARMEKIAR PRONTIER

Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States,
to Whom it ehall Concern,

Greeting:

Whereas, en April 26, 1920, the Supreme
Council of the Allied Powers, in conference at San Reme,
addressed to the President of the United Statee of Ameries
an invitation to act as arbitrator in the cuestion of the
boundary between Turkey and Armenia, to be fixed within
the four Vilayets of Erzerum, Trebizond, Van, and Bitlis;
And whareas,‘oq ay 17, 1920, my acceptance
of this invitation was telegraphed to the American
Ambassador in Paris, to be conveyed to the Powere repre-
gented on the Supreme Council;
And whereas, on August 10, 1920, a Treaty of
Peace was signed at Sevres by Plenipotentiary Repre-
sntatives of the British Empire, FPrance, Italy and
n, 2and of Armenia, Belgium, Greece, Poland,
, Roumania, and Czecho-Slovakia, of the one

and of Turkey, of the other part, which Treaty

sined, among other provisions, the following;

"Article 89
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The President
of the Supreme Oounail
of the Allied Powers.
Nrs President;
By aotion of the Supreme Council taken on April 26th
of thie yoar an invitation was tendered to me to srbitrate
. the queation of the boundarie® between Turkey and the new
etate of Armenia. Representatives of the powers signatory
on August 10th of this year to the Treaty of Sdvres have
soquiesaed in conferring this honor upon me and have signi=
v gtﬂluthlar intention of acocepting the frontiers which sre
% be determined by my deoision, as well as any stipulée

tions whioh I may presaribe as to sccess for Armenis to

the sea and any arrangements for the demilitarization of
Tarkish territory lying slong the frontier thus established.
According to the terms of the arbitral reference set forth
in Part III, Seotion 6, Article 89, of the Treaty of Sévres,
the soope of the arbitral competence assigned to me is
tgﬂpnrl; limited to the determination of the frontiers of

‘ and Armenia in the Vilayets of Erzerum, Trebizond,
and Bitlis, With full oconsoiousness of the responsi-
3y plaged upon me dy your request, I have approached
diffioult tesk with eagerness to serve the best

8%8 of the Armenian people a8 well as the remsining
ts, of ghntovor rage or religious belief they may
18 stricken country, attempting to exeroise also
Qﬁl& posaidble Justice toward the populations,

sh, Kurddsh, Greek or Armenian, living in the

in
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ficers who will be detailed by the Allied or neutral Powers
in scoordance with Article 169 of the Treaty; and that these
officers, under the supervision of the Military Inter-il-
lied Commissjon of Organiszation and Control, should be es-
pecislly charged with the duty of preventing military pre-
parations directed sgainst the Armenisn frontier.

It is my confident expectation that the Armenian
refugees and their leaders, in the period of their retura
into the territory thus assigned to them, will bty refrain-
ing from any snd sll form of reprissls give to the world
an exsmple of thst high moral coursge which must alwaye be
the Toundstion of mational strength. 2The world expects of

them that they give every encoursgement sad help within
their power t0 those Turkish refugees who may desire to
return to their former homes in the distriocts of Trebizond,
Erseram, Van snd Bitlis, remembering that these peoples,
too, have suffered greatly. It is my farther expectaiion
that they will offer such considsraie treatment to the La3z
and the Greek imhsbitants of the coastal region of the Black
. Sea, surpassing in the libersliity of their siministrative
';:,;j srrangements, if necessary, even the ample provisioms for
non-Armenisn ragial snd religious groups embedied in the

. Minorities Treaty signed by them upom August 10ta of this

, thet these peoples will gladly and willingly work in
pletest hermony with the Armenians im laying firmly the
pdation of the new Hepublic of Armenis.

o | m. the homor to submit herewith the text of my

ept, Mr. President, the renewed assurance of my
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Done in duplicate at the city of
Washington on the twenty-second day
of November, one thousend nine
hundred and twenty, and of the
Independence of the United States

the one hundred and forty-fifth,
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